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Quality Through Collaboration 

This training focuses on trending topics, goals, and challenges in the early childhood field faced by 

facility-based and center-based directors and administrators of child care programs.  

Family Child Care Emergency Preparedness 

This in-person session will provide guidance to WV Family Child Care providers (FCC) and WV Family 

Child Care facilities on how to respond to disasters that may affect them in West Virginia.   The pro-

vider will receive information on how to become prepared for different types of emergencies utiliz-

ing documents required by the WV Department of Human Services utilizing an ongoing cycle that 

includes four phases: Mitigation, Preparedness, Response, and Recovery. There is a required TA visit 

which participants will complete as part of the course for the proof of learning. 

Social-Emotional Development and Dramatic Play 

This session will discuss social-emotional development and dramatic play. The participants will learn 

what they are, why they are important and the benefits of each individually as well as how they are 

connected. Milestones and socials skills will also be reviewed, and participants will engage in group 

discussions about what activities they are currently doing in their classrooms that help develop and 

build upon the different milestones and social skills discussed. The different types of dramatic play 

and the social-emotional development and skills that can be observed during play will also be out-

lined. Finally, participants will learn what they can do to promote social-emotional skills in dramatic 

play. 

Preschool Child Portfolios 

Do you want to learn how to create a preschool portfolio for the students in your classroom? In this 

training, participants will learn why keeping a portfolio for each child is important. We will discover 

how to start the portfolio process, track the child’s development in several different learning areas, 

and learn to stay on track with managing the portfolios. This session will also include guidelines for 

recording, organizing, reflecting and using anecdotal notes.  

RR Spreading HOPE 

The HOPE training will cover the effects of ACEs on health outcomes, the importance of positive 

childhood experiences, and the research showing their mitigating effects on ACEs as well as the 

biologic basis for these effects. We will introduce the four building blocks of HOPE and discuss type 1 

vs. type 2 thinking. The presentation will present some ideas of how to incorporate the HOPE Frame-

work into practice.  

Active Play: The Importance of Movement in Early Childhood 

This session will focus on the importance of movement for young children, both indoors and out-

doors, with active play strategies to incorporate into your daily routines.  

An Overview of the Importance of Child Observation and Assessment 

Participants will receive an overview of child observation and assessment along with information on 

why we observe children, the different observation types, screenings, assessments, the benefits and 

tools needed to perform the observation and assessments. 

Utilizing the Environmental Rating Scale to Achieve Higher Program Quality 

This session will include an overview of the most recent Environmental Rating Scales, as well as infor-

mation on how to use the information from the self- assessment to improve program quality through 

goal setting and the creation of action plans and professional development plans.  

Descriptions of Professional Development Sessions 
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Appropriate Supportive Environments 

The environment can play a significant role in an early childhood classroom to promote social-

emotional development and lessen challenging behaviors. This training will equip Early Childhood 

Professionals with the tools to set up their environment for optimal child social-emotional success.  

Relationship Building: The Key to Success 

This training will discuss strategies to help early education professionals to build strong, nurturing, and 

positive relationships with the preschool and school aged children in their program.  

Playing Games & Building Brains 

Do you know the benefits of playing games with children? During this session, providers will identify 

how playing games helps to support learning and development in children from 6 months old to 17 

years old. Participants will connect how executive function and self-regulation skills are developed 

through playing games. We will also explore brain building activities and create a list of games for 

each age group.  

Expectations and Guidance Versus Rules and Punishments 

When faced with challenging behavior in an early childhood classroom the first instinct is to enact 

rules and punishments. The approach of teaching expectations and providing positive guidance 

offers an alternative to the frustration of the rule and punishment cycle. We will look at the expecta-

tion and positive guidance approach for prevention of challenging behaviors in the early child-

hood classroom. Strategies for teaching engagement and pro-social skills will be covered along 

with methods to determine the functions of challenging behaviors.  

Why So Dramatic?  The Importance of Pretend Play 

In this 1-hour session, participants will learn the benefits of pretend play and what materials and ex-

periences to offer in their dramatic play areas to help create an ideal learning environment.  

We Put the Care in Child Care 

This training focuses on four types of care that can be used in a preschool or school age environ-

ment. We will define primary care, continuity of care, responsive care, and individualized care. We 

will examine the benefits of each approach and how they can be utilized with preschoolers and 

school age groups.   

Emergency Preparedness 

Participants will discuss the types of emergencies that have and can occur while children are in 

care and planning needed to keep children and workers safe during those events. Participants will 

receive support in creating the required emergency preparedness action plan.  There is also a 1 

hour TA Visit required. 

It’s All About Emotions: Promoting Social-Emotional Development for School Readiness and Chal-

lenging Behavior Prevention                                                                                                                                                          

Social Emotional Competence is often overlooked as a critical school readiness skill. Preschool chil-

dren with age-appropriate or advanced social-emotional skills usually have an easier transition to 

kindergarten and fewer challenging behaviors. This training examines the essential social-emotional 

skills to be taught to promote school readiness and limit challenging behaviors. Resources available 

to teach these skills will be identified. 

Descriptions of Professional Development Sessions 

https://www.istockphoto.com/search/2/image-film?
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Outside: Mother Nature’s Classroom!                                                                                                                               

This session will move participants to consider that there is more to experience than just what is in-

side their programs.  Mother Nature has a lot to offer at no cost and it is literally right outside the 

door.   

Active Supervision                                                                                                                                                            

This training looks at active supervision as a strategy to keep children safe and prevent challenging 

behaviors. Six active supervision strategies and different ways to implement active supervision in 

your program will be covered.                                                                                                                                             

Ready, Set, Play! A Simple Guide to Exploring the Areas of Curriculum                                                                      

This session will provide participants an opportunity to learn the importance of each area of curricu-

lum and how to effectively create centers.  

Conflict Resolution and Problem Solving 

In this training session, participants will be introduced to the definition of conflict from a child’s per-

spective. We will discuss various struggles occurring in the classroom and problem-solving strategies 

to assist with classroom conflicts.  

A General Overview of Assessments for Early Childcare Professionals 

This training will provide information on the different types of assessments available to an early child-

care professional. We will also go over how to utilize the information gathered from assessments.   

Descriptions of Professional Development Sessions 
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April 
Date & Time of    

Session 

Location  

of Session 

Core Comp 

Tier 

Target Group 

Title of Session Professional 

Development 

Provider 

Wednesday 

April 1 

1:30 pm-2:30 pm 

Link CCR&R 

2nd Floor 
A&M, P&L Quality Through Collaboration Leah McCallister 

Thursday 

April 2 

5:30 pm-8:00 pm 

Hamlin-Lincoln 

County Public 

Library 

HSN, P&L, 

A&M 

Basic 

FCC 

 

Family Child Care Emergency 

Preparedness 

Amber Swindler  

Claire Culver 

Tuesday 

April 7 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

Online 

CGD, EC 

Basic 

All Ages 

Social-Emotional Development 

and Dramatic Play 
Amy Willis 

Tuesday, 

April 14 

5:30 pm-7:30 pm 

Online 

CO&A, CG& 

D 

Basic 

Preschool 

Preschool Child Portfolios Amber Swindler 

Thursday 

April 16 

6:00 pm-7:30 pm 

Online 

CG&C, F&CR 

Basic 

All Ages 

RR Spreading HOPE Becky Stewart 

Monday  

April 20 

6:00 pm-7:30 pm 

Online 

CGD, EC 

Basic 

All Ages 

Active Play: The Importance of 

Movement in Early Childhood 
Melisa Dennison 

Tuesday 

April 21 

6:00 pm-7:00 pm 

Online 

COA 

Basic 

Preschool 

An Overview of the Importance 

of Child Observation and 

Assessment 

Amy Willis 

Wednesday 

April 22 

1:30 pm-3:30 pm 

Online 

P&L, A&M 

Intermediate 

All Ages 

Utilizing the Environmental 

Rating Scale to Achieve Higher 

Program Quality 

Leah McCallister 

Wednesday 

April 29 

12:00 pm-2:00 pm 

Online 

CG&D, E&C 

Basic 

Preschool, 

Admin, FCC 

Appropriate Supportive 

Environments 
Becky Stewart 
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Tuesday 

May 5 

4:00pm-6:00 pm 

Online 

CDG 

Basic 

Preschool/

School Age 

Relationship Building:  The Key to 

Success 

 

Jessica Wilcoxon 

Tuesday 

May 5 

6:00 pm-7:30 pm 

Online 

CGD 

Basic 

All Ages 

Playing Games & Building Brains 

 

Amber Swindler 

Thursday 

May 7 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

Online 

CG&D, F&CR, 

E&C 

Basic 

Preschool/

Admin 

Expectations and Guidance 

Versus Rules and Punishments 

 

 

Becky Stewart 

Monday 

May 18 

6:00 pm-7:00 pm 

Online 

CGD, EC 

Basic 

All Ages 

Why So Dramatic?  The 

Importance of Pretend Play 

 

Melisa Dennison 

Wednesday 

May 20 

1:00 pm-3:00 pm 

Online 

COA 

Basic 

Preschool/

School Age 

We Put the Care in Child Care 

 

Jessica Wilcoxon 

Wednesday 

May 27 

10:00 am-12:00 pm 

Link CCR&R 

2nd Floor 

HSN 

Intermediate 

Preschool 

Emergency Preparedness 

 

Amy Willis 

Thursday 

May 28 

12:00 pm-2:00 pm 

Online 

CGD, EC 

Basic 

Preschool/

Admin 

It’s All About Emotions: 

Promoting Social-Emotional 

Development for School 

Readiness and Challenging 

Behavior Prevention 

 

 

Becky Stewart 

Thursday  

May 28 

1:00 pm-3:00 pm  

Online 

EC 

Intermediate 

Preschool 

Outside: Mother Nature’s 

Classroom! 

 

Amy Willis 

May 

Date & Time of    

Session 

Location  

of Session 

Core Comp 

Tier 

Target Group 

Title of Session Professional 

Development 

Provider 
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June 
Date & Time of    

Session 

Location  

of Session 

Core Comp 

Tier 

Target Group 

Title of Session Professional  

Development  

Provider 

Tuesday 

June 2 

12:00 pm-1:30 pm 

Online 

HS&N 

Basic 

Preschool/

Admin/FCC 

Active Supervision Becky Stewart 

Monday 

June 22 

6:00 pm-7:00 pm 

Online 

CGD/EC 

Basic 

All Ages 

Ready, Set, Play! A Simple 

Guide to Exploring the Areas of 

Curriculum 

Melisa Dennison 

Tuesday  

June 23 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

Link CCR&R  

2nd Floor 

CG&D, F&CR 

Basic 

Preschool/

Conflict Resolution and Prob-

lem Solving 
Becky Stewart 

Wednesday  

June 24 

4:00 pm-6:00 pm 

Online COA 

A General Overview of Assess-

ments for Early Childcare Pro-

fessionals 

Jessica Wilcoxon 

 

https://www.vecteezy.com/free-photos/christmas-lights-baby 



 

NewsLink  10 

 

Module Series, Mini Series, & Workshops 
Date & Time 

of Session 

Location  

of Session 

Core Comp 

Tier 

Target Age 

Title of Session Professional 

Development 

Provider 

See Page 13 
Link CCR&R  

2nd Floor 

CGD, FCR, and PL 

Basic 

School Age 

Foundations for a School Age Early 

Education Provider 
Jessica Wilcoxon 

See Page 14 
Link CCR&R 

2nd Floor 

PL and AM 

Intermediate 

Directors 

Director’s Toolbox Leah McCallister 

See Page 16  
Link CCR&R 

2nd Floor 

CGD, FCR, COA, 

EC, PL 

Basic 

Preschool 

Developmentally Appropriate 

Practices In Preschool Module Series 
Amber Swindler 

See Page 18 Online 

EC 

Basic 

Preschool 

ECERS-3 Amy Willis 
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How Can Early Childhood 

Health Educators Help You? 

• Training – The West Virginia 

Child Care Health Educators 

provide trainings that are 

registered through WV STARS. 

These trainings can be taken 

online and in person. We are 

available to schedule trainings at 

your convenience and if you are 

interested in scheduling for your 

center please give us a call. 

• Technical Assistance – If you 

have any questions or concerns 

regarding the health or safety of 

your center, we can provide 

professional guidance and can 

be reached through email or 

phone. 

About Me 

Hello! 

My name is Harmony Vance-

Tissebaum, and I am the Child Care Health 

Educator for the Link, Connect, and 

MountainHeart South Regions. I worked in 

childcare for several years working with 

children ranging from infancy to school age 

before becoming a Child Care Health Educator. 

This position offers me the opportunity 

to support and teach Child Care Educators with 

health, safety, and nutrition in the child care 

world. If you have any questions, concerns, or 

are in need of WV STARS registered trainings 

reach out. I am happy to help! 

Thank You! 

 

 

 

Harmony Vance-Tissenbaum

Contact 
Child Care Health Educator 

WV Early Childhood Training Connections 

and Resources 

www.wvearlychildhood.org 

• 611 7th Avenue Huntington, WV 

25701 

• Phone: 304-529-7603 ext. 3437 

• Email: hvance@rvcds.org 
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Date and Time   

Training Topic 

  

Trainer 

4/2/26  6:00-7:00 PM Infection Control Lisa Galford 

4/6/26  12:00-1:00 PM 

Lunchtime Learning 

Dealing with Lice 

  

Allison Taylor 

4/6/26  5:30-8:30 PM Medication Administration Candace Morgan 

4/10/26 6:00-7:30PM Diabetes in Child Care Kelly Amos 

4/14/26 6:00-7:30 PM First Aid for Minor Injuries Candace Morgan 

4/27/26  6:00-8:00 PM Summertime Safety Brittany Parsons 

4/30/26  5:30-8:30 PM Medication Administration Allison Taylor 

5/4/26  6:00-7:30 PM Diabetes in Child Care Kelly Amos 

5/5/26    6:00-8:00 PM Communicable Diseases Lisa Galford 

5/12/26   5:30 PM-8:30 PM Medication Administration Kelly Amos 

5/16/26   8:00-11:00 AM 

Saturday Morning 

Medication Administration 

  

               Kelly Amos 

5/19/26   6:00-7:30 PM First Aid for Minor Injuries Candace Morgan 

5/21/26  6:00-8:00 PM Summertime Safety Brittany Parsons 

5/26/26    5:30-8:30 PM Medication Administration Lisa Galford 

5/27/26  12:00-1:00 PM 

Lunchtime Learning 

Dealing with Lice Allison Taylor 

6/6/26    9:00-11:00 AM 

Saturday Morning 

Summertime Safety Brittany Parsons 

6/9/26  5:30-8:30 PM Medication Administration Brittany Parsons 

6/11/26 12:00-1:00 PM 

Lunchtime Learning 

Dealing with Lice Allison Taylor 

6/15/26 6:00-7:00 PM Infection Control Lisa Galford 

6/18/26  6:00-7:30 PM Diabetes in Child Care Kelly Amos 

6/24/26   6:00-8:00 PM Summertime Safety Brittany Parsons 

6/25/26  6:00-7:30 PM First Aid for Minor Injuries Candace Morgan 

6/30/26 5:30-8:30 PM Medication Administration Kelly Amos 
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Training Topic Summary 

Communicable Diseases Tips for minimizing the spread of infection in programs as well as information about 
common communicable diseases. 

First Aid for Minor Injuries Kids frequently experience bumps, scrapes, and falls during active play/exploration. This 
presentation includes some basic first aid instructions for those minor injuries as well as 

when you should seek professional medical treatment. 
Diabetes in Child Care This training includes information from American Diabetes Association Safe at School 

campaign regarding the basic needs that children with diabetes need throughout the day. 
Dealing with Lice Information about how to identify lice, how to perform a head check, how they are trans-

mitted and treatment options. 
Summertime Safety This training includes information about sun, water, and bug safety. 

Medication Administration Participants will be introduced to safe medication handling and administration practices. 
This training is required for providers to administer medication to children in the child-

care setting. 
Infection Control Basic information about infection control concerns in the childcare setting.  Information 

provided includes hand washing, sanitation and disinfection principles, and universal/
standard precautions. 
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CPR & First Aid Classes   
 

This list of agencies offering First Aid and CPR is made available to you for resource purposes only.                 

Link CCR&R is not responsible for the following trainings or registration for these trainings. 

 

Boone County:     Kanawha Co. Red Cross: Call 340-3650 or www.redcross.org 

 

Cabell County:     Vicki Delaney: Call or Text 606-547-6144 or Email paths20@aol.com   

         American Red Cross: Call 304-526-2900 

         Cabell County EMS: Contact Lisa Cooper 304-526-9797 

         Salt Rock Fire Dept.: Call 304-733– 9040   

         Tammy Zornes  Call 304-633-9003 

         Goodwill Industries of KYOWVA Area, Inc.: Contact Andrea Lupson 304-523-7461 ext.417 

 

Lincoln County:   Dorothy or William Frazier: Call 304-778-3873 

 

Logan County:     LEASA County Public Rescue: Call 304-752-0917   

         Logan Regional Medical Center: Contact Cindy Fleming—Education Dept. 304-831-1556 

 

Mason County:    Pleasant Valley Hospital: Call 304-675-4340 

 

Putnam County:   Active Sports Complex (aka Ayash Center): Contact Scott Nasby 304-741-4079 

 

CPR & FIRST AID CLASSES 
Available in Boone, Cabell, Lincoln, Logan, 

Mason, Mingo, Putnam and Wayne Counties! 
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You’ve Got tRAILS 
Quarterly Tidbits From Your TRAILS Team 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MUD KITCHEN ACTIVITY 
CARDS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’ve ever thought about  cre-

ating a mud kitchen for your 

kiddos, the spring is the perfect 

time and these activity cards 

from TRAILS are just the thing 

the help get you started! 

 

As we head into the final stretch of the school year, it’s time to 

begin preparing for summer break with your school-aged chil-

dren. Let TRAILS help you with all your summertime fun! 

 Contact us for more information. 

Your TRAILS Team 

    Amber Swindler 
    TRAILS Early Childhood Specialist 
    Amber.L.Swindler@wv.gov 
    304-523-9540 Ext. 3480 

    

Melisa Dennison 
TRAILS Early Childhood Specialist 
Melisa.A.Dennison@wv.gov 
304-523-9540 Ext. 3462 
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FOOD REIMBURSEMENT 

For information about enrolling in the Family Child 

Care Food Program to help with the costs of meals 

and snacks you serve the children in your care, 

please contact the following agency:  

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) policy, this institution is prohibited from dis-

criminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. To file a complaint alleging discrimination, 

write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call, toll free, 

(866) 632-9992 (Voice).  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through 

the Federal Relay at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider. and employer. 

 

https://www.shutterstock.com/search/down-syndrome-cooking-portrait 

Central Child Care 

 

Serving Boone & Logan Counties                 

(304) 382-0797 

River Valley Family Child Care  

Food Program 

Serving Cabell, Lincoln, Mason, Mingo,  

Putnam & Wayne Counties 

(304) 523-3417 ext.3446 or 1-304-751-5253 



 

NewsLink  35 

CABELL/WAYNE FAMILY CHILD CARE ASSOCIATION 

  

 

Are you interested in 

making $6 more per 

child per day????? If so, 

contact Kathy Baker at 

304-638-7578 or email at 

mrskathys@comcast.net 

for more details. 

https://stock.adobe.com/search?k=autumn%20cute%
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LINK CHILD CARE  

RESOURCE &  

REFERRAL 

 

Link Child Care Resource 

& Referral is a program of 

River Valley Child  

Development Services, 

Inc. and is being  

presented with financial 

assistance as a grant 

from the West Virginia 

Department of Human 

Services.  

 

 

Visit us on the web:  

www.linkccrr.org or 

www.rvcds.org 

COME SEE US! 

 

Link Child Care  

Resource &  

Referral 

611 7th Avenue 

Huntington, WV 25701 
 
 

Link Office 
611 7th Ave. 

Huntington, WV 25701 
(800) 894-9540 or 

(304) 523-9540 
(304) 697-4821 FAX 

www.facebook.com/

https://www.shutterstock.com/search/thank-you-winter 

https://www.facebook.com/linkccrr

