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Communicating with Families: More than Just Words! 

This session will help participants become better communicators with the families of the children in 

their care. Participants will learn that communication involves not only conversations but also writ-

ten and multimedia forms, and that many factors must be considered when communicating. By 

gaining specific information about the family they will be able to determine which form is the best 

option.  

Teachable Moments: Beyond Questions 

Teachable moments happen every day in your environment beyond asking questions. In this one-

hour training session participants will discover these moments happen through establishing a posi-

tive relationship with children, creating an effective daily schedule, and facilitating learning experi-

ences through daily interactions.  

Coping: Young Children and Emotional Distress 

Emotional distress in young children may appear differently than it does in adults. Identifying the 

typical emotional development of young children and stressors young children may face. This train-

ing outlines how stress reactions look in early childhood. Coping strategies which can be imple-

mented to assist children and the adults caring for them will be highlighted. 

Let’s Tell It Again! The Importance of Retelling Stories! 

This session will focus on the art of storytelling and the importance of fostering retelling skills in young 

children to develop good oral language, vocabulary and comprehension. 

Sensory Processing Difficulties and the Impact on Classroom Behavior 

This training introduces the 8 common sensory systems humans  use to learn about the world. We will 

look at how difficulties with these systems can impact child behavior in the classroom setting. We 

will provide examples of classroom and instructional adaptations and modifications to help children 

with sensory difficulties succeed in a classroom setting. 

Let’s Get Ethical                                                                                                                                                    

Using the NAEYC Code of Ethics, participants will explore what it means to be a professional care-

giver.  Through sample scenarios participants will discuss how ethics play an important role in inter-

actions with children, families, colleagues, and the community. 

Classroom Management 

This training will provide five components of classroom management and review each component.  

We will discuss different strategies to create an atmosphere that encourages a positive learning en-

vironment.  

Descriptions of Professional Development Sessions 

*Please note: registration for Professional Development training sessions will be 

available on WV STARS at least 30 days prior to the scheduled date of the session.  
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Appropriate Supportive Environments 

The environment can play a significant role in an early childhood classroom to promote social-

emotional development and lessen challenging behaviors. This training will equip early childhood 

professionals with the tools to set up their environment for optional child social-emotional success. 

Quality Through Collaboration 

This training focuses on trending topics, goals and challenges in the early childhood field faced by 

facility based and center based directors and administrators of child care programs. 

Literacy: Reading, Writing and Props! 

This training will give participants a better understanding of literacy and why early literacy is so im-

portant. We will discuss emergent literacy skills and other areas of literacy development. Teachers 

will also learn ways they can help develop literacy skills and how to incorporate props with 

hands-on activities.  

Communicating with Parents in Family Child Care 

This session will provide participants with the opportunity to learn about the importance of regular, 

respectful and effective communication with the families in their programs. 

Understanding ACES: ACES 101 

Participants will be introduced to the concept of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs). ACEs will 

be defined,  the overall impact they have on children and adults, the 10 types of ACEs and ways to 

overcome ACEs will be covered. 

The Importance of Developmentally Appropriate Practice 

This session will help participants better understand Developmentally Appropriate Practice. They will 

also be given information on the 12 Principles of Child Development and Learning, 5 Guidelines for 

Effective Teaching, the 10 Effective DAP Teaching Strategies as well as what DAP looks like for each 

age group.  

Connecting Through Stories: Reading Tips for All Ages                                                                                  

Literacy skills begin in infancy and continue to develop through the teenage years. Reading with 

children of all ages supports future academic success. During this training session, participants will 

explore the latest research on improving language and literacy skills through reading. Participants 

will leave with tips for reading to children of all ages, strategies for creating an environment that en-

courages reading, and a list of developmentally appropriate books.  

Descriptions of Professional Development Sessions 

https://www.istockphoto.com/search/2/image-film?

*Please note: registration for Professional Development training sessions will be 

available on WV STARS at least 30 days prior to the scheduled date of the session.  
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Relationship Building: The Key to Success                                                                                                  

This training will discuss strategies to help early education professionals to build strong, nurturing, and 

positive relationships with the preschool and school aged children in their program.  

Expectations and Guidance Versus Rules and Punishments                                                               

When faced with challenging behavior in an early childhood classroom, the first instinct is to enact 

rules and punishments. The approach of teaching expectations and providing positive guidance 

offers an alternative to the frustration of the rule and punishment cycle. We will look at the expecta-

tion and positive guidance approach for preventing challenging behaviors in the early childhood 

classroom. Strategies for teaching engagement and pro-social skills will be covered along with 

methods to determine the functions of challenging behaviors. 

ITERS-3 Overview                                                                                                                                           

This two-hour online training focuses on the basics of the Infant Toddler Environmental Rating Scale 

third edition (ITERS-3). ITERS-3 training focuses on responding to the needs of infants and toddlers 

while providing a framework for improving program quality. During the training, a discussion will be 

led on the ITERS-3 rating scale based upon teacher-child interactions that affect the broad devel-

opmental milestones of infants and toddlers; including Language, Cognitive, Social-Emotional, and 

Physical Development, while also addressing Health and Safety.  

RR Spreading HOPE 

The HOPE training will cover the effects of the ACEs on health outcomes, the importance of positive 

childhood experiences, and the research showing their mitigating effects on ACEs as well as the 

biological basis for these effects. We will introduce the four building blocks of HOPE and discuss 

type 1 vs. type 2 thinking. The presentation will present some ideas of how to incorporate the HOPE 

framework into practice. 

The Exceptional Child 

This training will explore who exceptional children are and the various supports that educators can 

offer. 

Family Child Care Emergency Preparedness 

This in-person session will provide guidance to WV Family Child Care providers (FCC) and WV Family 

Child Care facilities on how to respond to disasters that may affect them in West Virginia.   The pro-

vider will receive information on how to become prepared for different types of emergencies using 

documents required by the WV Department of Human Services using an ongoing cycle that in-

cludes four phases: Mitigation, Preparedness, Response, and Recovery. There is a required TA visit 

participants will complete as part of the course  

Block Play: Building Up the Whole Child 

This session offers participants the opportunity to learn the importance and value of block play in 

early childhood as well as some creative DIY ways to make their own blocks. 

Descriptions of Professional Development Sessions 

*Please note: registration for Professional Development training sessions will be 

available on WV STARS at least 30 days prior to the scheduled date of the session.  
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July 

Date & Time of    

Session 

Location  

of Session 

Core Comp 

Tier 

Target Group 

Title of Session Professional 

Development 

Provider 

Thursday 

July 2 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

Online 

FCR 

Intermediate 

All Ages 

Communicating with Families: 

More than Just Words! 
Amy Willis 

Thursday 

July 9 

6:00 pm-7:00 pm 

Online 

E&C 

Basic 

All Ages 

Teachable Moments: Beyond 

Questions 
Amber Swindler 

Thursday 

July 16 

12:00 pm-2:00 pm 

Online 

CGD and HSN 

Basic 

Preschool 

Coping: Young Children and 

Emotional Distress 

Why and How to Help 

Becky Stewart 

Monday 

July 20 

6:00pm-8;00 pm 

Online 

CGD and EC 

Basic 

All Ages 

Let’s Tell it Again! The 

Importance of Retelling Stories 
Melisa Dennison 

Thursday 

July 23 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

Online 

CGD and EC 

Basic 

Preschool, 

FCC, 

Administrators 

Sensory Processing Difficulties 

and the Impact on Classroom 

Behavior 

Becky Stewart 

Tuesday 

July 28 

1:00 pm-3:00 pm 

Online 

PL 

Intermediate 

All Ages 

Let’s Get Ethical Amy Willis 

Tuesday 

July 28 

6:00 pm-7:00 pm 

Online 

EC and PL 

Basic 

Preschool 

Classroom Management Erin Ritchie 
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Tuesday 

August 4 

12:00 pm-2:00 pm 

Online 

CGD and EC 

Basic 

Preschool 

FCC 

Administrators 

Appropriate Supportive 

Environments 

 

 

Becky Stewart 

Wednesday 

August 5 

1:30 pm-2:30 pm 

Link CCR&R 

2nd FLoor 

AM and PL 

Basic 

Facility and 

Center 

Directors 

Quality Through Collaboration 

 

 

Leah McCallister 

Thursday 

August 6 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

Link CCR&R 

2nd Floor 

CGD 

Basic 

Preschool 

Literacy: Reading, Writing and 

Props! 

 

 

Amy Willis 

 

Monday 

August 10 

6:00 pm-7:00 pm 

Online 

FCR, PL, and 

AM 

Basic 

All Ages 

Communicating with Parents in 

Family Child Care 

 

 

Melisa Dennison 

Tuesday 

August 11 

6:00 pm-7:30 pm 

Online 

CGD and FCR 

Basic 

All Ages 

Understanding ACES: ACES 101 

 

 

Becky Stewart 

 

Tuesday 

August 18 

1:00 pm-2:00 pm 

Online 

EC and PL 

Basic 

Preschool 

Classroom Management 

 

Erin Ritchie 

Tuesday 

August 18 

6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

Online 

CGD and EC 

Intermediate 

Preschool 

The Importance of 

Developmentally Appropriate 

Practice 

 

 

Amy Willis 

Wednesday 

August 26 

6:00 pm-7:30 pm 

Online 

CGD 

Basic 

All Ages 

Connecting Through Stories:  

Reading Tips for All Ages 

 

Amber Swindler 

August 

Date & Time of    

Session 

Location  

of Session 

Core Comp 

Tier 

Target Group 

Title of Session Professional 

Development 

Provider 
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September 

Date & Time of    

Session 

Location  

of Session 

Core Comp 

Tier 

Target Group 

Title of Session Professional  

Development  

Provider 

Wednesday 

September 9 

1:00 pm-3:00 pm 

Online 

CGD 

Basic 

School Age 

Relationship Building Jessica Wilcoxon 

Thursday 

September 10 

12:30 pm-2:30 pm 

Link CCR&R 

1st Floor 

CGD, FCR, and 

EC 

Basic 

Preschool and 

Administrators 

Expectations and Guidance 

Versus Rules and Punishments 
Becky Stewart 

Tuesday 

September 15 

1:00 pm-3:00 pm 

Online 

CGD and COA 

Basic 

Infant Toddler 

ITERS-3 Overview Claire Culver 

Thursday 

September 17 

6:00 pm-7;00 pm 

Online 

CGD and FCR 

Basic 

All Ages 

RR Spreading HOPE Becky Stewart 

Monday 

September 21 

4:00 pm-6:00 pm 

Online 

CGD 

Basic 

Preschool and 

School Age 

The Exceptional Child Jessica Wilcoxon 

Tuesday 

September 22 

5:00 pm-7:30 pm 

Link CCR&R 

1st Floor 

HSN, PL, and 

AM 

Basic 

FCC 

Family Child Care Emergency 

Preparedness 
Amber Swindler 

Tuesday 

September 22 

6:15 pm-8:15 pm 

Lincoln Day-

care and En-

richment 

Center 

CGD and EC 

Basic 

All Ages 

Block Play: Building Up the 

Whole Child 
Melisa Dennison 

 

https://www.vecteezy.com/free-photos/christmas-lights-baby 
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Module Series, Mini Series, & Workshops 

Date & Time 

of Session 

Location  

of Session 

Core Comp 

Tier 

Target Age 

Title of Session Professional 

Development 

Provider 

See Page 11 
Link CCR&R  

2nd Floor 

CGD, FCR, EC, 

HSN, PL, and AM 

Basic 

Infant Toddler 

WVIT R Caregiver Jennifer Meadows 

See Page 12  
Link CCR&R 

1st Floor 

CGD and COA 

Basic 

Infant Toddler 

Building Strong Foundations: 

Supporting Infants and Toddlers 

Through the West Virginia Early 

Learning Standards Framework: 

Infant/Toddler 

Claire Culver 

See Page 13 
Link CCR&R 

2nd Floor 

CGD, FCR, COA, 

EC, and PL 

Basic 

All Ages 

Mind in the Making Jessica Wilcoxon 

See Page 14 Online 

CGD and COA 

Advanced 

Infant Toddler 

WVIT II: Relationship Based Care Bethany Houchins 

See Page 17 
Link CCR&R 

2nd Floor 

AM and PL 

Intermediate 

Directors/Assistant 

Directors 

Strengthening Business Practices Leah McCallister 
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 CCNHC Online Training Schedule                                                                               July-September   2026   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Date and Time 

 

Training Topic 

 

Trainer 

7/9/26   5:30-8:30 PM Medication Administration Kelly Amos 

7/14/26   7:00-8:30 PM Seizure Disorders Kelly Amos 

7/21/26   6:00-7:30 PM First Aid for Minor Injuries Brittany Parsons 

7/22/26 5:30-8:30PM Medication Administration Candace Morgan 

7/25/26 8:00-11:00 AM 

Saturday Morning 

Medication Administration Brittany Parsons 

7/27/26   12:00-2:00 PM 

Lunchtime Learning 

Summertime Safety Allison Taylor 

7/28/26   6:00-8:00 PM Communicable Diseases Candace Morgan 

7/29/26   5:30-8:30 PM Medication Administration Allison Taylor 

8/4/26    6:00-8:00 PM Communicable Diseases Candace Morgan 

8/6/26   5:30 PM-8:30 PM Medication Administration Kelly Amos 

8/13/26   7:00-8:30 PM Seizure Disorders                Kelly Amos 

8/17/26   6:00-7:30 PM First Aid for Minor Injuries Brittany Parsons 

8/19/26   6:00-8:00 PM Summertime Safety Allison Taylor 

8/22/26    8:00-11:00 AM 

Saturday Morning 

Medication Administration Brittany Parsons 

8/26/26   5:30-8:30 PM Medication Administration Candace Morgan 

8/31/26    5:30-8:30 PM Medication Administration Allison Taylor 

9/3/26   6:00-8:00 PM Communicable Diseases Candace Morgan 

9/10/26 12:00-1:00 PM 

Lunchtime Learning 

Morning Health Checks Allison Taylor 

9/15/26   5:30-8:30 PM Medication Administration Brittany Parsons 

9/16/26   12:00-1:30 PM 

Lunchtime Learning 

First Aid for Minor Injuries Brittany Parsons 

9/28/26   5:30-8:30 PM Medication Administration Candace Morgan 

9/30/26   5:30-8:30 PM Medication Administration Allison Taylor 



 

NewsLink  21 

Training Topic Summary 

Communicable Diseases Tips for minimizing the spread of infection in programs as well as information about 
common communicable diseases. 

First Aid for Minor Injuries Kids frequently experience bumps, scrapes, and falls during active play/exploration. This 
presentation includes some basic first aid instructions for those minor injuries as well as 

when you should seek professional medical treatment. 
Diabetes in Child Care This training includes information from American Diabetes Association Safe at School 

campaign regarding the basic needs that children with diabetes need throughout the day. 
Summertime Safety This training includes information about sun, water, and bug safety. 

Medication Administration Participants will be introduced to safe medication handling and administration practices. 
This training is required for providers to administer medication to children in the child-

care setting. 
Seizure Disorders Information about the different types of seizures and how to assist someone who is having 

a seizure. 
Morning Health Checks Explanation about what a morning health check is as well as how one is conducted. 
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CPR & First Aid Classes   
 

This list of agencies offering First Aid and CPR is made available to you for resource purposes only.                 

Link CCR&R is not responsible for the following trainings or registration for these trainings. 

 

Boone County:     Kanawha Co. Red Cross: Call 340-3650 or www.redcross.org 

 

Cabell County:     Vicki Delaney: Call or Text 606-547-6144 or Email paths20@aol.com   

         American Red Cross: Call 304-526-2900 

         Cabell County EMS: Contact Lisa Cooper 304-526-9797 

         Salt Rock Fire Dept.: Call 304-733– 9040   

         Tammy Zornes  Call 304-633-9003 

         Goodwill Industries of KYOWVA Area, Inc.: Contact Andrea Lupson 304-523-7461 ext.417 

 

Lincoln County:   Dorothy or William Frazier: Call 304-778-3873 

 

Logan County:     LEASA County Public Rescue: Call 304-752-0917   

         Logan Regional Medical Center: Contact Cindy Fleming—Education Dept. 304-831-1556 

 

Mason County:    Pleasant Valley Hospital: Call 304-675-4340 

 

Putnam County:   Active Sports Complex (aka Ayash Center): Contact Scott Nasby 304-741-4079 

 

CPR & FIRST AID CLASSES 
Available in Boone, Cabell, Lincoln, Logan, 

Mason, Mingo, Putnam and Wayne Counties! 
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You’ve Got tRAILS 
Quarterly Tidbits From Your TRAILS Team 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Longfellow the Whale helps kids learn to                                                        

"Do your part, be water smart!"                                                                 

Drowning is a leading cause of death for children. 

Together, we can change that.                                                                              

For more information, activities and ideas, visit                                    

https://www.redcross.org/get-help/how-to-prepare-for-

emergencies/types-of-emergencies/water-safety.html 

WATER BLOCKS 

Put a new spin on block play 

this summer by using our 

water blocks in your water 

table! 

Contact TRAILS to borrow 

them! 

 
 
Melisa Dennison 
TRAILS Early Childhood Specialist 

Melisa.A.Dennison@wv.gov 
304-523-9540 Ext. 3462 

Your TRAILS Team 

Amber Swindler 
TRAILS Early Childhood Specialist 

Amber.L.Swindler@wv.gov 
304-523-9540 Ext. 3480 
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FOOD REIMBURSEMENT 

For information about enrolling in the Family Child 

Care Food Program to help with the costs of meals 

and snacks you serve the children in your care, 

please contact the following agency:  

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) policy, this institution is prohibited from dis-

criminating on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. To file a complaint alleging discrimination, 

write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call, toll free, 

(866) 632-9992 (Voice).  Individuals who are deaf, hard of hearing or have speech disabilities may contact USDA through 

the Federal Relay at (800) 877-8339 or (800) 845-6136 (Spanish).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider. and employer. 

 

https://www.shutterstock.com/search/down-syndrome-cooking-portrait 

Central Child Care 

 

Serving Boone & Logan Counties                 

(304) 382-0797 

River Valley Family Child Care  

Food Program 

Serving Cabell, Lincoln, Mason, Mingo,  

Putnam & Wayne Counties 

(304) 523-3417 ext.3446 or 1-304-751-5253 
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CABELL WAYNE FAMILY CHILD CARE ASSOCIATION 

  

Are you interested in making 

$6 more per child per day? 

If so, contact Kathy Baker at 

304-638-7578 or email at 

mrskathys@comcast.net for 

more details. 

The Cabell Wayne Family Child Care 

Association would like to invite ALL 

providers from ALL counties to join. If 

you have any questions, feel free to 

call or text Kathy Baker, President, at 

304-638-7578, or email her at 

mrskathys@comcast.net so you can 

start receiving information about the 

Association and other helpful infor-

mation. They would like to have all 

providers’ email addresses, so please 

email Kathy at the address above to 

be added to the listserv. They hope 

to see lots of new providers at the 

meetings. 
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LINK CHILD CARE  

RESOURCE &  

REFERRAL 

 

Link Child Care Resource 

& Referral is a program of 

River Valley Child  

Development Services, 

Inc. and is being  

presented with financial 

assistance as a grant 

from the West Virginia 

Department of Human 

Services.  

 

 

Visit us on the web:  

www.linkccrr.org or 

www.rvcds.org 

COME SEE US! 

 

Link Child Care  

Resource &  

Referral 

611 7th Avenue 

Huntington, WV 25701 
 
 

Link Office 
611 7th Ave. 

Huntington, WV 25701 
(800) 894-9540 or 

(304) 523-9540 
(304) 697-4821 FAX 

www.facebook.com/

https://www.facebook.com/linkccrr

